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CENSUS,  1881. 

CENSUS,  1891 

No.  of  Acres 

2,386 

No.  of  Acres 

2,386 

Inhabited  Houses 

1,167 

Inhabited  Houses 

1.467 

Population 

6,288 

Population 

7,610 

The  POPULATION  of  the  Sevenoaks  Urban  District  was 
estimated  by  the  method  adopted  by  the  Registrar-General  to  be  8,731 
at  the  middle  of  1898,  showing  an  increase  of  184  since  the  middle 
of  1897. 

One  hundred  and  sixty-one  Births  were  registered,  including  83  of 
males  and  78  of  females,  and  giving  a  BIRTH-RATE  of  18-4  per 
1,000  of  population,  as  compared  with  20  2  in  1897,  and  19-4  in  1896. 

The  registered  Deaths  amounted  to  92,  and  included  38  of  males 
and  54  of  females.  To  these  must  be  added  7  deaths,  which  occurred 
outside  the  District,  viz.  :  in  the  Sevenoaks  Union  Workhouse  among 
persons  belonging  thereto. 

The  DEATH-RATE  was  11-3  per  1,000  of  population,  as 
against  io‘o  in  the  previous  year,  and  9-9  in  1896. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY,  i.e.,  the  number  of  Deaths  of 
Infants  under  one  year  of  age  to  each  1,000  registered  births  was  68,  as 
compared  with  80  and  73  in  the  two  previous  years. 

Of  the  total  deaths,  8  were  caused  by  one  or  other  of  the  seven 
principal  Zymotic  Diseases,  viz. :  2  by  Diphtheria,  4  by  Measles,  and 
2  by  Diarrhoea. 
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The  ZYMOTIC  DEATH-RATE  was  0-9  per  1,000  ot  popula¬ 
tion,  being  slightly  higher  than  that  of  the  previous  year,  when  it  , 
was  07. 

During  the  year  1898  the  birth-rate  throughout  England  and  Wales 
taken  as  a  whole  was  29-4;  the  general  death-rate  was  17-6  and  the 
Zymotic  death-rate  2  2  per  1,000  cf  population. 

The  rate  of  mortality  amongst  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per 
1,000  registered  births  was  161. 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act, 
1889,  15  cases  were  reported,  as  compared  with  21  in  the  previous  year, 
viz.  :  6  of  Scarlet  Fever,  6  of  Diphtheria,  and  3  of  Erysipelas. 

SCARLET  FEVER.  -  None  of  the  6  notified  cases  ended  fatally. 
They  occurred  two  in  January,  one  in  February,  one  in  May,  and  two  in 
December,  in  different  parts  of  the  town. 

The  last  two  cases  were  those  of  a  brother  and  sister,  aged  8  and  6 
years  respectively,  and  were  notified  on  the  same  day. 

The  cases  occurred  at  the  following  age-periods : 

5-»S  15-25  2565 

Years  Years  Years 
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6  cases. 


DIPHTHERIA. — Six  cases  were  notified,  one  in  February,  one 
in  March,  two  in  October  and  one  in  each  of  the  months  of  November 
and  December.  Two  of  the  cases  ended  fatally,  being  those  of  a  brother 
and  sister  in  Camden  Road.  They  were  the  first  two  cases  notified. 
The  next  two  cases  also  occurred  in  one  family  in  October,  and  the  last 
two  cases  notified  were  those  of  adults. 

The  cases  and  deaths  occurred  at  the  subjoined  age-periods : 

1-5  5-«5  25-65 

Years  Years  Years 


I  3  2  —  6  cases. 

2  —  2  deaths. 

ENTERIC  FEVER. — Not  a  single  case  of  this  disecise  occurred 
throughout  the  year, 

ERYSIPELAS. — Of  the  three  notified  cases  one  ended  fatally, 
being  that  of  a  man  over  65  years  of  age. 


MEASLES  caused  4  deaths,  2  in  the  first  and  2  in  the  second 
quarter,  and  3  of  the  patients  were  infants  under  5  years  of  age. 

WHOOPING-COUGH.— The  District  was  almost  entirely  free 
from  this  disease  throughout  the  year,  and  no  deaths  occurred. 
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DIARRHCSA  was  responsible  for  two  deaths,  one  in  the  first  and 
the  other  in  the  third  quarter  of  the  year. 

The  first  case  was  that  of  a  person  aged  68  years,  who  died  in 
January. 

The  second  death  occurred  in  August,  and  the  patient  was  an  infant 
under  one  year  of  age. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  that  an  abnormally  small  number  of 
cases  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  this  District  during  1898,  and 
that  the  Birth-rate,  Death-rate,  Zymotic  Death-rate,  and  Infant  Mortality, 
are  respectively  n  o,  6-3,  1-3,  and  93  below  the  rates  for  the  Country 
generally. 

INSPECTIONS.— During  the  year  1S98  I  made  inspections  of 
the  District  on  twelve  separate  occasions  in  addition  to  visits  of  enquiry 
into  some  of  the  cases  of  notified  infectious  disease,  and  reports  were 
furnished  to  the  Council  on  the  condition  of  the  Shenden  Cesspools,  the 
Water  Supply,  the  Isolation  Hospital,  a  proposed  Sanatorium  for  a  public 
institution  in  the  town,  and  on  other  matters. 

The  Bakehouses  and  Milkshops  in  the  town  have  been  visited  from 
time  to  time,  and  are  in  good  condition.  By  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
milk  used  in  Sevenoaks  comes  from  the  Rural  District. 

There  are  only  two  Slaughter-houses ;  one  of  those  is  about  to 
undergo  repairs,  and  the  other  is  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses,  but  two  beer  houses  receive 
weekly  lodgers,  more  particularly  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
months.  They  are  under  constant  supervision,  and  the  houses  havj  been 
found  to  be  generally  well  conducted. 

The  contents  of  dust-bins  and  ash-pits  are  removed  at  the  expense 
of  the  Urban  District  Council  by  contract. 

With  very  few  exceptions  all  the  house  drainage  passes  into  a  system 
of  well  ventilated  sewers,  which  discharges  into  the  Darenth  Valley 
*  Main  Sewer. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  under  the  Housing 
of  Working  Classes  Act,  the  available  cottages  having  so  far  fairly  met 
the  demands. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  Parts  II.,  III.,  IV. 
and  V.  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  were  adopted, 
and  came  into  force  on  June  ist,  1891. 


A  fairly  exhaustive  Report  was  presented  to  your  Council  on  March 
1st,  1898,  containing  details  of  the  local  supply  based  upon  facts  obtained 
as  the  result  of  personal  inspections  made  of  the  gathering  ground, 
(including  an  inspection  of  the  bouth  Eastern  Tunnel),  and  Works  of  the 
Sevenoaks  Water  Company, 

Having  thoroughly  inspected  the  Works  and  having  descended  to 
the  bottom  of  the  well  I  could  only  express  the  greatest  satisfaction  with 
the  conditions  found,  but  had  to  point  out  the  remote,  but  still  possible, 
contingency  of  the  supply  becoming  affected  by  the  addition  of  water 
which  might  become  contaminated  in  the  Tunnel.  ^ 
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Instructions  were  given  by  the  Council  for  monthly  analyses  of  the 
water  (both  chemical  and  bacteriological)  to  be  made  for  six  months, 
viz. :  from  May  till  October — the  analyses  djring  July,  August  and 
September  to  be  fortnightly. 

Nine  double  analyses  were  therefore  made  in  all. 

The  samples  were  taken  as  follows:  Two  from  taps  in  Camden 
Road  and  Argyle  Road ;  three  from  the  deep  well  or  “  headwater,” 
obtained  directly  from  the  bottom  of  the  well ;  and  four  were  from  the 
tunnel  water,  obtained  from  the  pipe  leading  from  the  tunnel  to  the  well. 

Some  little  difficulty  is  experienced  in  obtaining  this  last  water,  as 
boarding  has  to  be  removed  each  time  in  order  to  collect  the  water 
directly  from  the  pipe. 

All  the  samples  were  taken  by  my  representative  in  bottles  specially 
prepared ;  those  for  the  bacteriological  samples  being  sterilised  for  2 
hours  at  150°  C.  and  the  samples  kept  in  ice  for  the  short  time  which 
elapsed  before  the  examination  was  commenced,  and  no  precautions 
were  omitted  to  obtain  accurate  results. 

The  chemical  analyses  showed  only  the  slightest  variations — the 
composition  was  very  uniform  from  whatever  source  obtained. 

The  following  is  an  average  of  the  9  chemical  analyses  made:  — 


Parts 

per  100,000. 

Free  Ammonia  .. 

.  .  -oo 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

•002 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  80°  F. 

•003 

Total  Solids 

...  31 

Total  Hardness  ... 

...  22’2 

Permanent  Hardness 

...  4-3 

Chlorine  ... 

2-1 

Nitrogen  as  Nitrites 

nil 

„  „  Nitrates 

Poisonous  Metals 
Alkalinity  asOa  Co  3 


•191 

nil 

13-9 


The  results  of  the  bacteriological  analyses  were  of  considerable  in¬ 
terest,  and  while  in  no  case  were  organisms  found  which  at  all  pointed 
to  contamination,  yet  the  actual  numbers  found  in  the  tunnel  water, 
i.e.,  in  the  water  exposed  to  surface  relations,  were  in  considerable  excess. 

It  is  very  re-assuring  to  find  that  the  water  actually  drawn  from  the 
taps  contained  the  fewest  organisms,  viz. :  54  per  cubic  centimeter 
(average  of  two  analyses),  but  it  is  impossible  to  say  which  water  this 
really  was,  i.e.,  whether  it  was  from  the  well,  the  tunnel,  or  a  mixture 
of  the  two. 


Although  so  much  importance  is  not  attached  to  the  number  of 
organisms  found  in  a  water  as  formerly,  the  quality  of  the  organisms 
really  being  of  more  importance,  yet  it  is  interesting  to  note  and  also 
suggestive,  that  while  the  average  of  4  analyses  of  the  tunnel  water  gave 
1S82  organisms  per  cubic  centimeter,  the  average  of  the  three  analyses 
of  well  water  only  gave  124  per  cubic  centimeter. 


It  was  found  necessary  to  advise  the  closure  of  only  one  School, 
viz. :  the  Infant  School,  from  March  14th  to  April  7th,  on  account  of  the 
prevalence  of  .Measles. 


5 


3fc>pita(’  5^50  Cation* 


The  abnormally  small  amount  of  infectious  disease  during  the  year 
only  rendered  it  necessary  for  two  cases  (both  Scarlet  Fever)  to  be  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  first  was  that  of  an  adult  in 
January ;  the  second  that  of  a  boy  aged  6  years  in  February.  Both  made 
good  recoveries. 

Some  little  unavoidable  delay  has  taken  place  in  making  use  of  the 
site  for  a  new  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  parishes  of  Riverhead  and  Weald  were  formerly  (before  the 
formation  of  Sevenoaks  into  a  Local  Board),  portions  of  the  old  parish  ot 
Sevenoaks,  and  had  an  equal  right  to  send  patients  into  the  old  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  it  therefore,  became  necessary  to  ascertain  the  views  of 
these  parishes  as  to  w  hether  they  would  wish  to  send  their  patients  into 
a  new  hospital,  when  built,  and  were  willing  to  relinquish  their  rights  in 
the  old  one. 

These  parishes  have  now  decided  to  send  their  patients  into  the  new 
proposed  hospital. 

The  Hospital  Committee  are  at  present  engaged  in  the  consideration 
of  plans  and  requirements  for  this  new  hospital. 

The  Sevenoaks  Urban  District  was  at  the  close  of  1898  in  a  very 
satisfactory  condition. 

Mr.  Fowler’s  Report  of  work  done  during  the  year,  and  the 
customary  tables  are  appended. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  SCOTT  TEW. 


Feb.  28th,  1899. 
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REPORT  FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDEO  DECEMBER,  1898. 


No.  of  Houses  Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  690 

„  Nuisances  dealt  with...  ...  ...  ...  282 

« ( 

Houses  in  a  dirty  condition  ... 

32 

)> 

Houses  in  a  defective  condition 

18 

># 

Houses  with  insufficient  Closet  accommodation  ... 

2 

Houses  with  defective  Guttering  ... 

16 

II 

Houses  with  defective  Traps  and  Sinks 

7 

>1 

Houses  disinfected  after  Zymotic  Diseases 

9 

11 

Cases  treated  in  Hospital 

2 

l» 

W.C.’s  with  defective  Flushing  Apparatuses 

7 

If 

W.C.’s  defective  (Internally) 

18 

II 

Fowl  Nuisances 

2 

l« 

Yards  with  defective  I'aving 

21 

II 

Drains  in  a  Foul  state 

1 1 

•  1 

Drains  defective 

23 

♦  1 

Drains  Imperfectly  Ventilated 

6 

II 

Defective  Soil  Pipes  .. 

5 

J  » 

Defective  Koofs  to  Dwellings 

6 

i> 

Houses  not  provided  with  ventilated  Dust  Bins  ... 

46 

II 

Houses  Overcrowded 

4 

II 

Manure  Nuisances 

6 

II 

Foul  Cesspits . 

2 

II 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  in  yards  ... 

27 

II 

Sinks  (in  Houses)  defective.. 

S 

•1 

Waste  Pipes  of  Sinks  defective  ...  . 

4 

II 

Smoke  Nuisances 

2 

II 

Pig  Nuisances 

3 

282 

The  Premises  under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act’s  have  been 
periodically  visited,  also  the  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Bakehouses,  and 
Slaughter-Houses,  and  when  found  necessary  have  been  cleansed  and 
lime-washed 
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ciAnES  Scott  Tew, 

M.D.,  D.P.H., 

Medical  Offieep  of  Health. 

^  100/3/99. 


SALMON,  TYPO. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  ON  THE  HEALTH 

OF  THE  ' 

Sevenoaks  Hufal  SaDitary  OistPiet 

IN 

18  9  8.  ^ 


Census  1881. 

Census  1891. 

Number  of  Acres  ...  64,907 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  4,017 

Population  .  20,894 

Number  of  Acres  ...  64,907 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  4,459 

Population  .  22,387 

The  POPULATION  of  the  Sevenoaks  Rural  District  was 
estimated  by  the  method  adopted  by  the  Registrar-General  to  be 
23,575  at  the  middle  of  1898,  showing  an  increase  of  182  since  the 
middle  of  1897. 

The  registered  births  amounted  to  520,  including  272  of  males 
and  248  of  females. 

The  Birth-rate  was  22'0  as  compared  with  24*7  in  1897 
2 1 ’9  in  1896. 

T'wo  hundred  and  seventy-two  deaths  were  returned,  which 
included  139  of  males  and  133  of  females.  Of  these  34  occurred  at  the 
Union  Workhouse,  7  of  which  were  those  of  persons  not  belonging  to 
the  District. 
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The  Death-rate  was  11*2  per  1,000  of  population,  as 
compared  with  ii’i  and  I2'5  in  the  two  previous  years. 

Of  the  total  272  deaths,  20  were  caused  by  one  or  other  of  the 
seven  principal  Zymotic  diseases,  viz.  :  7  by  Diphtheria,  2  by  Fevers,  4 
by  Measles,  1  by  Whooping-cough  and  6  by  Diarrhcea. 

The  Zymotic  Death-Rate  was  0’8  per  1,000  persons 
living  as  against  I’o  in  the  previous  year  and  n  in  i8g6. 

The  INFANT  MORTALITY,  i.e.  the  number  of  deaths 
among  infants  under  i  year  of  age  per  each  1,000  registered  births  was 
98  as  compared  with  108  in  1897  and  i  19  in  1896. 

During  the  year  1898  the  birth-rate  throughout  England  and 
Wales  was  29’4.  The  general  death-rate  was  i7'6  and  the  Zymotic  death- 
rate  2'2  per  1,000  of  population. 

The  rate  of  mortality  among  infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000 
registered  births  was  161. 

The  above  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Rural  District  of  Sevenoaks 
may,  therefore,  be  regarded  as  eminently  satisfactory,  the  general  death- 
rate,  the  Zymotic  death-rate  and  the  rate  of  infant  mortality  being 
respectively  6  4,  1  "4,  and  63  below  that  of  the  country  generally. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 


Under  the  provisions  of  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act, 
1889,  66  cases  were  reported  as  compared  with  iii  in  the  previous 
year,  viz:  24  of  Scarlet  Fever,  18  of  Diphtheria,  7  of  Enteric  Fever, 

1  of  Cholera,  1  of  Puerperal  Fever  and  15  of  Erysipelas. 

SCARLET  FEVER.  Comparatively  few  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  were  reported,  viz.: — 24,  as  compared  with  61  in  1897,  and  233 
in  1896.  They  occurred  1  1  in  the  parish  of  Chiddingstonc,  4  in  Cowden, 

2  in  Halstead,  i  in  Leigh,  and  2  in  each  of  the  parishes  of  Penshurst, 
Shoreham  and  Westerham,  and  were  distributed  throughout  the  year. 
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The  largest  number  occurred  in  June,  viz.: — lo  cases,  whilst  the 
remaining  cases  were  reported  i  in  each  of  the  months  of  January, 
April,  October  and  November,  and  2  in  each  of  the  months  of  May, 
July,  August,  September  and  December.  It  is  satisfactory  to  report 
that  all  the  patients  recovered. 


The  cases  occurred  at  the  following  age-periods  : — 

0-1  1-5  5-'5  ‘5-25  25-65 

year  years  years  years  years 
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— 24  cases 


DIPHXHERIA.  Eighteen  cases  of  this  disease  occurred, 
viz  : — 2  in  Halstead,  2  in  Leigh,  4  in  Otford,  5  in  Chevening,  i  in  Seal, 
I  in  Sundridge,  2  in  Weald  and  i  in  Westerham. 


The  months  of  March  and  June  alone  did  not  contribute  to  the 
number,  the  cases  having  occurred  one  in  each  of  the  months  of 
February,  April,  May,  August,  September  and  November,  3  in  January, 
5  in  October  and  4  in  December. 


The  disease  was  of  a  virulent  type,  causing  7  deaths,  which 
produced  a  Diphtheria  death-rate  of  o’2  per  1,000  persons  living  and  a 
case  mortality  of  38‘8  per  cent. 


The  deaths  occurred  one  in  February  in  Halstead,  one  in  August 
in  Weald,  one  in  October  in  Chevening,  one  in  November  in  Otford 
and  3  in  December  in  Weald,  Seal  and  Otford,  and  the  ages  of  the  patients 
varied  from  1 1  months  to  9  years. 


The  following  shows  the  age-periods  at  which  the  cases  and 


deaths  occurred  : — 

o-i  1-5  5-‘5 

year  years  years 

‘  4  7 

I  3  3 


15-25  25-65 

years  years 


3  3  —  18  cases 

—  7  deaths 


ENTERIC  FEVER.  Seven  cases  with  two  deaths. — The 
cases  were  reported  one  in  each  of  the  Parishes  of  Chevening,  Edenbridge, 
Otford,  Penshurst,  Riverhead,  Seal  and  Sundridge,  and  the  two  deaths 
took  place,  one  in  August  at  Otford,  and  the  other  in  December  at 
Seal,  both  patients  being  adults. 
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PUERPERAL  FEVER.  One  non-fatal  case  arose  at 
Shoreham  in  March. 

CHOLERA.  In  September  a  case  of  English  Cholera  was 
notified  from  Penshurst,  that  of  a  man  over  65  years  of  age,  who  suc¬ 
cumbed  to  the  disease  the  following  day. 

ERYSIPELAS.  Fifteen  non-fatal  were  notified  as  having 
occurred  at  the  following  age-periods ; — 

o-i  1-5  5-15  15-25  25-65  65  years  & 

year  years  years  years  years  upwards. 

I  I  I  I  6  5  —  15  cases 

NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

MEASLES  was  prevalent  in  the  first  half  of  the  year  and  a 
number  of  schools  were  closed  in  consequence.  The  disease  caused  4 
deaths,  2  in  Penshurst  in  April  and  May,  1  in  Chiddingstone  in  April, 
and  I  in  Edenbridge  in  December.  The  patients  were  all  aged  between 
I  and  5  years. 

WHOOPING-COUGH  only  caused  i  death,  that  of  an 
infant  under  1  year  of  age  at  Edenbridge  in  August. 

DIARRHCEA  was  prevalent  during  the  months  of  May, 
August  and  September,  causing  6  deaths.  They  occurred  i  in  May  at 
Penshurst,  i  in  August  at  Halstead,  4  in  September,  viz.: — i  at 
Chevening  and  3  at  Edenbridge.  All  the  patients  were  infants  under  i 
year  of  age. 

INFLUENZA.  Seven  deaths  were  returned.  Four  occurred 
at  Brasted  during  the  months  of  February,  March,  April  and  December, 
I  in  Otford  in  February,  and  2  in  Chiddingstone  in  January  and  June. 
The  ages  of  the  patients  varied  from  4  months  to  75  years. 

ELEMENTARY  SCHOOLS  CLOSED:— 

Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Measles  the  following  Schools  were 
closed  for  various  periods,  viz. : — 

Seal  Schools  from  January  loth  to  January  31st. 

Shoreham  Parochial  Schools  from  March  28th  to  May  2nd. 

Earl  Amherst's  Schools,  Riverhead  from  April  i8th  to  May  2nd. 
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Chiddingstone  Village  School  from  April  i8th  to  May  13th. 

Chiddingstone  Hoath  School  from  March  23rd  to  April  22nd. 

Penshurst  School  from  April  14th  to  May  13th. 

Four  Elms  School  from  June  7th  to  July  ist. 

Underriver  School  from  June  6th  to  July  27th. 

Otford  School  from  July  25th  to  August  15th. 

Chiddingstone  Hoath  School  was  closed  from  June  13th  to  July 
1  ith  on  account  of  the  prevalence  of  Scarlet  Fever.  . 

INSPECTIONS,  &c. 

Numerous  inspections  have  been  made  throughout  the  year,  but 
it  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  take  any  special  action  with  regard 
to  bakehouses,  dairies  and  cowsheds,  or  slaughter-houses,  the  majority 
having  been  found  in  a  fairly  satisfactory  condition. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  was  adopted  in 
1890,  and  Part  III  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890, 
was  adopted  and  came  into  force  on  September  ist,  1893.  The  Infectious 
Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892, 
have  not  been  put  into  force  in  this  district. 

Two  Cottages  at  Edenbridge,  referred  to  in  my  Report  for  last 
year,  were  certified  under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  as 
unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  a  closing  order  was  obtained  in  May, 
I  also  reported  on  a  house  in  the  parish  of  Penshurst,  which  I  considered 
to  be  in  an  unsafe  condition,  and  the  necessary  steps  to  remedy  the 
defects  were  taken. 

The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  has  been  put  into  force 
in  the  parish  of  Penshurst,  and  it  is  proposed  to  shortly  erect  six  cottages 
on  a  site  which  is  well  adapted  for  the  purpose.  The  formalities  connected 
with  the  Act  have  not  yet  been  completed. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Many  parts  of  the  District  have  been  extremely  short  of  water 
during  the  past  summer  and  autumn  ;  a  public  supply  is,  however, 
available  and  in  use  at  Edenbridge,  Westerham,  Four  Elms  (parish  of 
Hever),  Chevening,  Dunton  Green  (parish  of  Otford),  Brasted  and  Seal. 
The  supply  of  Kemsing,  which  was  reported  upon  last  year  as  deficient 
and  unsatisfactory,  will  have  a  fresh  supply  available  shortly. 
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A  Local  Inquiry  was  held  on  December  20th,  on  account  of 
the  Penshurst  Parish  Council  having  complained  to  the  Kent  County 
Council  under  Section  16  (t)  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894,  that 
the  Sevenoaks  Rural  District  Council  had  failed  to  provide  the  parish  of 
Penshurst  with  a  proper  supply  of  water. 

RIVER  POLLUTION. 

In  July  my  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that  fish  had  been 
poisoned  in  the  Darenth  at  Shoreham  by  the  effluent  from  the  local 
paper  mill  and  that  excreta  gained  direct  access  to  the  river  water.  I 
made  an  inspection  and  reported  to  your  Council  on  the  matter  and  steps 
were  taken  to  remedy  the  existing  conditions. 

On  August  1 6th  I  was  informed  that  a  large  number  of  fish  had  been 
poisoned  in  the  river  Eden.  I  at  once  inspected  a  portion  of  the  river  and 
counted  120  dead  fish  of  all  sizes  and  these  by  no  means  represented 
the  total  number  destroyed.  The  pollution  was  caused  by  the  refuse  of 
a  large  tannery  in  Edenbridge  being  discharged  into  the  public  sewer 
which  passes  to  the  sewage  farm. 

The  nature  of  the  tannery  waste  is  such  that  it  cannot  be  purified 
by  land  treatment  and  consequently  a  poisonous  effluent  is  discharged 
into  the  river.  I  advised  the  Sewage  Farm  Committee  to  obtain  the 
advice  of  an  independent  expert,  which  was  agreed  to,  and  as  a  result 
the  Council  decided  to  call  upon  the  owners  of  the  tannery  to  discontinue 
the  discharge  of  the  liquid  into  the  sewer  within  six  calendar  months 
from  September  23rd,  the  date  of  serving  the  notice. 

DRAINAGE. 

Many  villages  in  the  district,  including  Otford,  Dunton  Green, 
Westerham,  .Sundridge,  Eirasted,  Chevening  and  Riverhead,  have  an 
excellent  system  of  Drainage  into  the  Darenth  Valley  Main  Sewer. 

• 

I  have  received  complaints  of  a  private  drain  taking  the  sewage 
from  a  number  of  houses  at  Crockham  Hill,  and  have  recommended  the 
erection  of  a  ventilator  and  the  construction  of  an  inspection  chamber 
with  fresh  air  inlet;  these  will,  I  hope,  remedy  the  smell  complained  of. 

The  general  removal  of  refuse  is  carried  out  in  the  district  by  the 
private  owners  or  occupiers. 


7 


HOSPITAL  ISOLATION. 

No  permanent  hospital  accomodation  is  yet  available  in  the  district. 

A  Local  Inquiry  was  held  by  the  Kent  County  Council,  at  Pens- 
hurst,  on  December  20th,  under  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893,  a 
number  of  ratepayers  of  the  parish  of  Penshurst  having  made  application 
by  petition  to  the  Kent  County  Council  for  the  establishment  of  an 
Isolation  Hospital  for  the  parish  of  Penshurst,  or  for  a  district  comprising 
the  said  parish. 

DISINFECTION. 

The  steam  disinfector  fixed  in  a  corrugated  iron  shed  on  the 
grounds  of  the  Union  Workhouse  works  satisfactorily. 

I  made  a  number  of  experiments  with  electric  and  maximum 
thermometers  to  test  the  efficiency  in  penetration  of  the  steam  into  bulky 
articles  and  was  satisfied  that  the  interiors  of  beds,  pillows,  &c.,  were 
raised  to  a  temperature  at  which  all  ordinary  disease  germs  are  destroyed. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  District. 

At  the  end  of  1898  the  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  District 
was  satisfactory. 

Mr.  Fowler’s  Report  of  work  done  during  the  year,  and  the 
customary  Tables  and  Vital  Statistics  are  appended. 


I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


March  2nd,  i8gg. 


JAMES  SCOTT  TEW. 
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TARLE  III, 

The  more  populous  Parishes  in  the  Sevenoaks  Rural 
District,  ranged  in  order  of  their  Death-rates  in  1898,  with  the 
total  Deaths,  Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases 
and  the  Zymotic  Death-rates. 


PARISHES. 

Census  Population 
1891. 

1 . 

Total  Deaths. 

Death-rate  per 

1,000. 

Deaths  from  Seven 

principal  Zymotics. 

1 

Zymotic 

Death-rate. 

1 

Kemsing 

621  ; 

i 

4 

6-5 

0 

00 

Leigh  ... 

1480 

'3 

8*0 

0 

O'O 

Chiddingstone 

1236 

10 

8-3 

' 

0-8 

Westerham 

2631 

22 

8-7 

0 

0‘0 

Riverhead 

835 

8 

96 

0 

0*0 

Cowden 

676 

7 

99 

0 

00 

Hever  ... 

731 

7 

I0'2 

0 

O'O 

Brasted 

1327 

12 

I  I  'O 

0 

O’O 

Seal 

1782 

'7 

"•4 

2 

1  ’O 

Chevening 

1050 

I  1 

117 

2 

'9 

Sundridge 

>737 

18 

I  r8 

0 

O'O 

Otford 

1480 

'9 

I2‘9 

3 

'•9 

Edenbridge  ... 

2266 

32 

'3'4 

5 

'•9 

Weald  . 

896 

10 

i3'4 

2 

2  2 

Penshurst 

1647 

2 1 

'35 

3 

1  8 

Shoreham 

'544 

22 

'5-8 

0 

00 
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Tieport  for  the  Sf^ar  ended  December,  /Spd. 


of 

Houses  Inspected 

... 

9‘5 

)) 

Nuisances  dealt  with 

597 

f  1 

Houses  in  a  Dirty  Condition 

«  •  • 

53 

)) 

,,  Defective  Condition 

•  •  • 

68 

1) 

Defective  Soil  F^ans 

6 

II 

Ventilating  Pipes  to  Drains 

4 

II 

Defective  W.C’s.  ... 

•  •  • 

12 

II 

,,  Flushing  Apparatus  in  W.C’s. 

... 

5 

II 

,,  Roofs  of  Dwellings 

... 

5 

II 

j  1  19 rains  •••  ... 

.  .  . 

12 

II 

Drains  in  a  Foul  State  ... 

... 

31 

1) 

Houses  not  provided  with  a  proper  Water  Supply 

69 

II 

Wells  Cleansed 

4 

II 

Wells  Condemned 

... 

2 

II 

Houses  with  Defective  Guttering 

... 

•7 

II 

,,  not  provided  with  Guttering  ... 

20 

II 

,,  with  Defective  Gullies  ... 

... 

10 

II 

,,  with  Defective  Paving  in  Yards 

34 

♦  1 

Samples  of  Water  forwarded  to  County  Analyst 

... 

9 

II 

Foul  Ditches 

... 

1 1 

II 

j  f  P  rivies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

6 

II 

Defective  Privies  ... 

7 

1 1 

Foul  Cesspits 

... 

10 

II 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Zymotic  Disease 

... 

49 

II 

Houses  without  proper  Waste  Water  Drains  ... 

... 

23 

II 

,,  Overcrowded 

16 

1 1 

,,  Unfit  for  Human  Habitation  ... 

5 

II 

Foul  Nuisances 

... 

12 

II 

Houses  without  suitable  Dust  Bins 

•  .  . 

50 

II 

Accumulations  of  Refuse  on  Premises  ... 

37 

II 

Pig  Nuisances 

9 

II 

Smoke  Nuisances  ... 

... 

I 

597 


12 


;  Houses  Connected  to  Sewers. 

t 

Dunton  Green 


Edenbridge  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Otford  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Riverliead  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Seal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  I 

Shoreham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Westerham  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  n 


Houses  provided  with  a  Water  Supply 

^^be  V  e  n  1  n  g  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

^3unton  ^jreen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1  lord  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

w  itton  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 


6 

16 

i 

7 


The  Cowsheds,  Slaughter-Houses  and  Bakehouses  have  been  periodically 
Inspected  and,  where  found  necessary,  the  Cleansing  and  Lime-Whiting  has 
been  promptly  carried  out. 

I  have  pleasure  in  drawing  your  attention  to  the  small  number  of 
Dwellings  (49)  Disinfected  after  Zymotic  Diseases,  and  for  the  sake  of 
comparison  I  give  the  number  of  Houses  Disinfected  during  the  previous  4 


years,  which  are  as 

follows : 

Number  in 

1894 

•••  ••• 

... 

60 

1895 

•••  ••• 

... 

105 

fl 

1896 

•••  ••• 

... 

210 

II 

1897 

...  ...  ...  ...  1 06 

A.  FOWLER, 

Sanitary  Inspector,  Sevenoaks. 

